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Inquiry Concerning Universal Orientation of Philosophy

Dai Maotang , Ge Mengzhe(Hubei University )

Abstract Philosophy is oriented towards the question of universality. In western philosophy, the more
explanatory power towards universal problems philosophical thoughts have, the closer they are to truth and
wisdom. When facing the problem of universality, philosophy often encounters two "dilemmas". The first "di-
lemma" arises from the tension between particularity and universality, which is about how philosophy re-
sponds to what Aristotle said, "philosophy begins with wonder" and what Heidegger said, "philosophy is in-
trinsically surprising”. The other "dilemma" arises from the tension between objective universality and subjec-
tive universality, concerning philosophy's responses to what Kant said about "the two universalities." The key
to breaking through the first dilemma is to try to maintain a tension between universality and particularity.
The key to solving the second dilemma is to reassess the objective universality of science. In today's global-
ized world, as two "different but connected" forces, particularity and universality are carrying out a difficult
integration. Focusing on the universal orientation of philosophy can enlighten us to reconstruct the tension be-
tween universality and particularity, and undertake the important task of maintaining universality while pro-
tecting particularity.

Key words philosophical universality ; subjective universality of philosophy; objective universality of

philosophy
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