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Understanding Environmental Ethics in Perspective of Morality
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(School of Philosophy. Wuhan University. Wuhan 430072. Hubei. China)

Biography: CHEN Cui-fang (1962-), female, Doctoral candidate, School of Philosophy, Wuhan
University, majoring in Marxist philosophy.

Abstract: Environmental Ethic is an applied ethics, it has the common characters of general ethics,
also has its particularity. Nature, the most direct object of environmental ethics, owns its life like human
being. The life character of nature is the most important cause that human beings give their moral feeling
and morality to nature. The influence of people’ s environmental behavior and attitude shows indirection and
hysteresis, which weakens the effect of moral regulations and norms. The stable and internal morality can
remedy it, and can ensure moral regulations and norms becoming true. Morality’ s actuality is decided by
morality’ s practicality and unity between the man-man relationship and the man-nature relationship. It is
beneficial to constructing of environmental ethics and reaching the final aims of environmental ethics if we
can view and understand problems on the basis of morality.

Key words: morality; nature; environmental behavior; environmental ethics



