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Franz Rosenzweig’ s “The New Thinking” and the Quarrel of
“Ancient-Modern and Chinese- Western”

Gao Shankui (Jiangsu Normal University)

Abstract: Western philosophy has more than one source. The first one emphasizes the tradition of consistency among
changes that comes from Parmenides, is further developed and advanced by Plato, Aristotle, Spinoza, Kant, and Hegel.
The second one emphasizes the tradition of life and its growth that starts from Heraclitus, and has its revival in Nietzsche
and Heidegger. Although Rosenzweig’s thought is based on Hegel’ s philosophy, but he puts forward the new thinking
against the old thinking by virtue of Jewish faith experience and the philosophy of Kierkegaardand Nietzsche. Therefore,
fundamentally, Rosenzweig’s reflection and reconstruction on the philosophical foundations could be hailed as “the question
of the Heidegger” in the field of faith.

Considering the content, there are fundamentally differences between Rosenzweig”’s new thought and the old thought.
Firstly, the start point of the old thought is Being and the start point of the new thought is nothingness of knowledge which
is prior to ration. Secondly, the basis of the old thought is “the One” and immutability, and the new thought affirms the
diversity and changes in terms of timeliness existence experience. Thirdly, God is conceptually “the Other” far away from
people’s life experience in the old thought, but God is a You of revelation and salvation to meet us in our soul in the new
thought. However, Rosenzweig’s new thought has limitations that can not be ignored. For example, it‘s methodology is
Hegel’s concept of dialectics, and it feeds on atomized individual as the premise of his thought, and he tries to gain a rivival
of Jewish orthodox that is impressed by the enlightenment thoughts. In this sense, Strauss thinks that Rosenzweig new
thinking is the seed of old thinking.

It is of significance to return Chinese traditional and the quarrel of “the ancient vs. the modern and the Chinese vs. the
western” from Rosenzweig’s new thinking, e. g. , the renaissance of Chinese traditional should fully learn from the western
philosophy, and on the basis of the experience of modern Chinese. At last we have to understand deeply to the crisis of
modernity while we revival Chinese tradition.

Key words: Franz Rosenzweig; The Star of Redem ption; The New Thinking; The Old Thinking; Martin Heidegger
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